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;:I In Memoriam

Wight, Danid Mar. 2010 MapleRidgeBC Korea-1838 Army Cadets
Naley, Gerad RM Feb. 2010 OttawaON Westmingter Regiment WWII
Bethell, Frank R Aug. 2009 PortAlberni BC Westminster Regiment WWII

Health an Welfare

Peter Kosh (WW2 & MelfaVet) phoned meyesterday (8th April). Hewasdischarged from
Richmond hospital 2 daysprior to call, apparently after spending Easter hoilday period under care.
He had broken ribson two close, but separate occasions. Hewent onto rel ate anumber of health
problems(kidney & heart). During our discussion herepeated severa timesthat thingsarenot very
good. Heisat home now.

Maitland has had abone graft, in rehabilitation and working one day aweek, Eckland OK now
and M Cpl Pennock has been diagnosed with Lymphomaand isundergoing treatment. Frank
Whitford wasin the Roya Columbian Hospital but hassincereturned to Hawthorn Care Home.

| believe that it is the resonsibility of all members of the regimental family to
report both positive and negative apsects on our membership and their families. | am
sure with such ayoung Regiment there will be births to report. So please drop me a
line if you know anything.
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Editors Report

As | sit down to write this short note, | am impressed by
the submissions for this issue. We have an article from the
museum, more poetry from Peter Kosh, an article from the
cadets, a medal presentation from the Netherlands, and of
course our information about our Melfa Weekend.

This year the Melfa Weekend is shaping up to be some-
thing special. The hard work from the various Messes is going
to pay off with and outstanding dinner. The JRC has organized
a raffle to go towards their charity work they have been in-
volved in. The JRC has also organized some music for the
dinner. Alan Morton has been hard at work on the Golf Tourna-
ment. There will be prizes as well as a new challenge trophy.

Below is an advertisement for an evening hosted by the
New Westminster Salmonbellies. This was done last year with
great sucess. So | would recommend as many as possible
show up for the game and support for our soldiers.

The New Westminster Senior Salmonbellies proudly presents

SEATS FOR SOLDIERS

Wear Uniforms, Regimental Blazers, or RED to support our
Troops

Partial proceeds go towards The Military Family Resources
Centre

Military Displays, Miltary Bands, Bag Pipers
Beverage Garden, New Bellies Camo Jersey

June 3, 2010, Queens Park @ 1945 hrs
New Westminster Salmonbellies vs Victoria Shamrocks

All Armed Forces, Legion Members, Vetrans, Cadets and their
families get in FREE.
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Thisisthe second of three poems Peter K osh, in conversation with Jerry Gangur, hasalowedto
be published inthe Groundshest.

Among hismany doings, PETER K OSH wasapaving contactor and on one occasion hewas
awarded acontract to paveal the streetsin Grande Prairie, Alberta. Membersof theItalian Campaign
will recall the name of sniper BOB BROWN. Hewasalifelongfriend of LEN BAILEY. Bothwere
well known and respected by our WW2 veterans. Sniper Brown died of cancer and hewas|ooked
after for thethreeweeks prior to thisdeath by PETER KOSH. Thisisastory, recordedinprose, of
an unexpected encounter between two wartime comrades, PETER KOSH AND BOB BROWN.

A Srange Encounter

Thisis many moons ago, on Grand Prairie streets you know.
| am grading mud on city street, digging ditches four feet deep.

My wheels were spinning, | had to stop,

A man came storming out of a shop,
Shouting and swearing, he was raving mad
He' sheading straight for me | must add.

Still, shouting and swearingisall | heard,
| must admit | was getting scared.

By looking at him | could tell,

| was sure he's planning to give me hell.

Who is this man that swears and shouts,

Some street bum | guess, or acrazy clout.

Then when he came closer, there was no doubt,
He had paint and grease around his mouth.

| hollered, Hey, | am doing drainage, | am cutting aditch.
Helooked at me and well Hello Koshelanyk, you son-of-a-bitch.
Well, well, well Bob Brown | said you sniping fool,

Come sit down and takeit cool.

So he sat down, we had a chat, about whoarsin Italy and things like that.
That’'s how we met that faithful day,
Bob Brown and | after years astray.

From that day on Bob Brown and |

Cantdll you storiesthat will makeyou cry.
Onenight at the Legion corn roast, crazy Bob,

Ate fourteen corn on the cab.

Next day weweretrying to sell,

Compressed popcorn that had a smell. (went broke)
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| have yet to meet aman like Bob,
Who can eat fourteen corn on the cob.
But for myself, I lost all count,

| must have ate the same amount.

Bob has been my faithful friend, always
there when | need a hand,

Alwaysthere when | am dry, moonshine
so potent makes you cry.

We get together and still have fun

At eighty plus you son of a gun.

Friendslike Bob arevery rare

The shirt on his back he will share.

The friends he knows he gives his best
My memoriesof Bob will forever last.

Presidents Report

Greetingsto al Association Membersand Friends

Weare preparing for our annual Melfadinner and golf tournament.  Theresponsefromthe
Regiment hasbeen excellent, with all Messeshelping with thevarioustasks. | amvery pleased at the
interest shown asit will ensurethe continuity of your Association. | encourageall Association mem-
bersto participatein any association event that occurs.

Theexecutive have madeit easier for you to reply to the Golf and Dinner by including e-mail
addressesfor youtoreply to.

| had the privilegeto attend aVimy Ridge celebration, at Victory SquareonApril the 9", repre-
senting theAssociation and the47"Bn.  Jack L oeppky, an A ssociation member also attendedin
remembranceof arelativethat participated at Vimy Ridge. It wasashort ceremony and the weather
wason our side, niceand sunny.

| would like to welcome back our troopswho were on employed on Op Podium for the Olym-
pics, and some are now taking courses.

Inafew weeksour rotationin Afghanistan will bearrivinghomeand thisyearsMe faDinner will
be an excellent timeto welcome our troopshome.

Our next event will bethe Seatsfor SoldiersAppreciation Night on June 392010. Last years
inaugura event was quite successful, and thisyear should beevenbetter. Therewill bemoreinforma-
tioninthisedition of the Groundshest.

Pro Regeet Patria

Terry Leth



Battalion SITREP — Groundsheset

By thetimeyou read this, the Battalion will have completed another seriesof milestonesinitscycle
thisyear. Thosethat served at the Winter Olympics, and very much out of the spotlight up on Cypress
Mountain, have returned to awarm wel comeat the Armoury and compl eted some much deserved leave
andtrainingintheform of variouscourses. Thefinal training exercise of theyear should becompleteat
the Chil cotin with everyone participating in firing support weaponsand collectively uptothesection
leve inattack scenarios. And findly, with great sighsof relief, our troops servingin Afghanistan with
Task Force 3-09 will have started arriving home. What'snext?

Lots: thesenior staff isaready planning next year’straining from September to May. Beforethen,
many of thetroopswill becompleting their fina physical fitnesseval uationsprior to going on courses,
and continuing the Westietradition of excelling, during thesummer. Wewishto cap thistraining year by
celebrating asal ranksand with guestsat the Melfagolf tournament and party. Through thesummer we
will participateinacoupleof eventsto hel p connect with our communitiesand they includethe Seatsfor
Soldiershosted by the New Westminster Salmonbellies on June 3, and the Abbotsford Airshow: |
hopeto seedl of you there. Therewill aso beacoupleof new activitiesthat will be conducted this
summer in support of re-integrating our soldiersback from operations; they include aweekend mountain
expedition and being hosted by Annand Gary Bason out at their farm.

All of thiscould not happenif it werenot for the cooperation and hard efforts of so many: young
and old, part-timeand full-time, junior rank and senior rank. All of thesefinemen and women continue
to bemotivated in providing service, working aspart of ateam, achieving new godls, striving for excel-
lence, and having funaong theway: al inthewonderful Westieway. | look forward to experiencing all
of the same by bending an elbow with asmany of you as possible after beating al of you onthegolf
course May 21,

Pro Regeet Patria
D.M. (Doug) Poitras

Lieutenant-Colond
Commanding Officer



Our Cadets

1789 Agassiz - See page 8.

2316 New Westminster - No Report
1838 M aple Ridge - No Report.
2822 Surrey - No Report.

1922 Alder grove - No Report.

AreYour DuesUp To Date?

TheRoya Westminster Regiment A ssociation de-
pendson your duesand donations. Yearly duesare
$15and aLife Membershipis$100. How about a
tax deductable donation?You can identify where
you want the donation to go. The Future Fund,
Cadets, Health & Welfare, or whatever youfedl is
worthwhile. Whatever you support, it isappreci-
ated. Sendinyour duestoday. Thanks.

MTA/AWOL

GeorgeMacDougdl, Oliver, BC
Bob Jacobs, 108 MileRanch, BC
George Cook, Burnaby, BC

Ken Clarkson Abbotsford, BC
BruceButler, Powel River, BC

Kit Shop
F SIS Lo F= Ui o] o = TSR $35.00
ASSOCIation Blazer Badge..........couuviieiieeiiesiie et $35.00
ASSOCIAtION LAPEI PiN.....ooieiiiiece e $4.00
Association Beret with Cap Badge..........cceviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e Free

Contact the Regimental Museum during open hours on Tuesdays and Thurdays.



From November 6to 10, 2009 1789 The Roya Westminster Regiment Royal Canadian Army
Cadets Corps (Agassiz) was proud to host the 55 Monty DFC Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron of
Slemon Park, Prince Edward Idand. Our guests, two Cadet Instructor Cadre officersand 30 air
cadetswere housed in the famous Harrison Hot Springs Resort (where el se could we put up the
airforce?) and treated to the best attractions of the Fraser Valey.

Oneof thefirst activitieswasavist to the Canadian Military Education Centre at theformer CFB
Chilliwack. Mgjor (ret.) RollieKeith of CMEC gaveavery informativetalk on Canada smilitary
history, which wasfollowed with aself-led tour of military vehicles, uniforms, and other equipment on

display.

The highlight of the Military Education Centre was
certainly the functional military vehicles. Here cadets
give a thumbs-up before a ride around the base in a WW2
ambulance.

The cadetsa so visited the 1920s at the Kilby Museum, and took awalk in Hope along the K ettle
Valley Railway track bed through the Othello Tunnels. For the cadetsfrom Prince Edward Idland, this
stunning canyon was an incredible change of scenery fromthe Maritimesthey wereusedto. That
evening, back at the hotel, army and air cadetstook to the mineral water poolsfor somerelaxation.

Onthelr last day to visit, afull day of fun was scheduled, starting withavisit to Fort Langley.
Cadetshad the opportunity totry their hand at blacksmithing, making barrels, and packing furs. This
interactivediscussion of BC history wasfollowed up by atraditional west coast luncheon of buffalo

baked beans, bannock, and cranberry cookies.

1789'sC/MCpl Louis posesin costume before apainting of the scene
of incorporation of British Columbiainthe®BigHouse’ at Fort Langley
Nationa Historic Site.




That afternoon, the corps and squadron visited the Canadian Museum of Flight housed at the
Langley Airport. Thiswassmash hit with our guestsand it must betold that thearmy cadetsdid getina
few inter-servicejabs, whiledisguising their owninterest in the great exhibits. From fabric and cloth bi-
planesto the aluminum SeaKing, cadetsreceived aguided tour on the history of flight in Canadaand
theRCAF.

Among theinteresting exhibits at the Canadian Museum of FHight wasaretired Tutor fromthe
famous Snowbird team, shown herewith ostensibly disinterested 1789 cadets.

Towrap up the day, cadets and officersdonned messkit
for anevening of camaraderie at Sunyam Thal Restaurant in
Harrison. Wereceived ahandsome squadron plagquefrom our
visitorsand in return presented 53 Monty DFC Squadron with
aloca artist’sprint of Mount Cheam and the sharp |ooking Westie plague pi ctured bel ow.

Capt. LindaDesroches CD, Commanding Officer of 53
Monty DFC RCACS presentsMg]. Lorne Pleasants CD,
Commanding Officer of 1789 Roya Westminster Regiment
RCACC with aplagueto commemoratetheir visitin the 2009
Inter-Provincial Cadet Exchange.

Thisyear will be1789'sturn
totravel acrossCanadainthe
2010 Inter-Provincia Cadet
Exchangeto visit with another
Army, Sea, or Air Cadet unit.




65" Anniversary of the Liberation of the Netherlands

On February the 12 2010, aceremony was held to recogni ze the veteransthat participated inthe
liberation of theNetherlands.  Itwasheld atheBilly BishopLegion. TheRegimental Association
had three veteransregisteredto attend.  They were Stan Conway, Doug Morgan who was accom-
panied by hiswife Eileen, and Frank Whitford.  Unfortunately Frank could not attend dueto a
medical situation.  Theveteranswere honoured by the Prime Minister of the NetherlandsMr Jan
Peter Balkenende. Hegaveaheartwarming thanksfor al that the Canadian troopsdid for the Nether-
lands. Hethen presented al the vetsthat attended with amedallion cel ebrating the 65" Anniversary,
andalapel pin. | accepted the Medallion on behalf of Frank Whitford. Later Stan Conway and |
went tovisit Frank and presented ittohim. Needlessto say, Frank wasreally overwhelmed that he
receivedit.

The Commanding Officer arranged that we had transport to take usfrom the Armouriesto the
Ceremony, for whichtheAssociationisgrateful.

Asaformer Quartermaster | would have beenremissif | did not acquireamedallionfor the
Regimenta Museum, whichisnow ondisplay.

Pro Regeet Patria
Terry Leth
President

Eileen and Frank
Whitford with Stan
Conway




THEMUSEUM

All thingsintheMuseum arestill goingwell. Wearereceiving new articlesanditemsregularly and
our collectionisgrowing steadily. Each year wetry to redo acabinet to update our collection. We
have finished over haf of our labelsinthetotal areato makefor easier reading.

Currently we are choosing itemsfor another cabinet. It takesabout ayear to choose appropriate
items, preparelabe wording, takethe older cabinetsapart and refurbish lighting and backgrounds. We
havemuchtodoyetinthisarea.

Asany of youwho havevisited the Museum recently, I’ m sureyou redlize spaceisof apremium.
We havearranged to have pictures displayed on the mezzaninelevel which givestheArmouriesa
friendlier look and adds moreto our history display.

We ared so planning, with the concurrence of the Commanding Officer, to build new casesonthe
wall of the parade squarefacing QueensAvenue wherethe original windowswereremoved and add
new itemsand displays—eight inall —to bring our history up to date depicting eventsof The Regiment
intheir continuing contributionsto our country during post WW I1/Koreaera The Regiment isseeking
permission from the Engineerswho look after theArmouriesto proceed with theventure. They have
indicated they will react favourably to thescheme.

The City of New Westminster has purchased property in the downtown Quay areaandinit’'s
development they areplanning toinclude areasfor all the present Museumsin the City. Only inthe
development stage at thistime, wearefollowing it with great interest and all thingsbeing suitablewe
would consder having adisplay thereaswell as continuing with our present and main Museum. Time
will tell.

TheArchivesand Storage areas are being kept up to good standard. We have even found some
roominthe storage areato keep Associ ation accoutrements making them safeand moreeasily available
at theArmouries.

We have had somelosses of Volunteer Staff recently asmany of you know including Basl|
Morgan, Fred Deighton and Jack Fournier who werefaithful regulars. However, the present Volunteers
—TomLam, Terry Leith, Terry Oliver and Wayne M cCallum—all former serving membersof the
Regiment and LilaWood —our extremely efficient and pleasant secretary and acquisitions person—all
doing and excellent job and keeping usrunning efficiently. Wea so have great support from Regimental
personnel and part timeVolunteers.

Wearestill open Tuesdaysand Thursdays 10:30to 3:00 aswell asmany specia occasions.
Pleasedrop in and visit uswhen you can—wewould appreciate visiting with you.

Herb Hamm
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Melfa Weekend 2010
May 21, 22, and 23
Melfa Golf:

Location - Maple Ridge Golf Course
208818 Golf Lane
Maple Ridge, B.C.
Date - May 21, 2010
Tee-Off - 9:00 AM
Cost - $45.00 per Golfer ( Includes Golf, Sandwich, and a Beer)
Registration - By May 12, 2010
Contact - Alan Morton
(604) 315-2114
Melfa Dinner:
Location - Armoury
New Westminster, B.C.
Date - May 22, 2010
Time - Cocktails 1800 Hrs. Dinner 1900 Hrs.
Cost - $47.00 per Person
Registration - May 12, 2010
Contact - Terry Leith at 604-521-0042 or email - tmleith@gmail.com
or Herb Hamm 604-515-7933 or email - hehamm@telus.net
Brunch/ AGM:
Location - Armoury
New Westminster, B.C.
Date - MAy 23, 2010

Time - 0900 Hrs Brunch/ 1100 Hrs AGM

Melfa Weekend RSVP Tear off and mail to Association by May 12th.

Golf ($45.00/Person) =$
Dinner ($47.00/Person) =$
Brunch/AGM (No Cost) =NA
Total $
Print Name Phone #
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