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Past President's Introduction

Hello all, this is the second part to our special edition of the Groundsheet, edition covers the
commemorations held by us and two official commemorations in the Netherlands as part of the
remembrance of the 80th Anniversary of the Liberation of the Netherlands on 05 May 1945.

We also covered a lot of the ground where the Westminster Regiment (Motor) had fought.

I would especially like to give special thanks to our hosts at the Commemorations in the
Netherlands. These folks are;

Joél Stoppels — battlefield tour and Commemoration at Farmsum

Henk Huttinga — Commemoration at Norg

Williem Gielen — Commemoration at Voorthuizen

Jorieke Van Desselaar — Commemoration at Putten

Danny Prangsma — Commemoration at Otterlo

Linda van Beek — Ceremony at Holten

Gerard Hendriks — Ceremony at Groesbeek and Liberation Parade Wageningen

Also, a special mention for Sjoerd Roozenbeek, who (along with other family members) was
with us for commemorations at Voorthuizen, Putten, Otterlo and Wageningen. During those
events Sjoerd wore a Westminster Regiment uniform and drove a jeep with Westie markings.

Bill White
Past President

Photo Front Cover — The Great Cross at Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery



Oostwold, Woldendorp and Commemoration at Farmsum

On Friday 02 May we travelled north from Arnhem and meet with our tour guide and host, Joél
Stoppels at Oostwold. We then followed the track of the Westminster Regiment (Motor) to
Woldendorp. Unfortunately, we were not able to get the German Naval Gun Battery at Fiemel
due to road works.

Briefing by Joél Stoppels at Oostwold Map of the area

As part of the Commemorations for the 80th Anniversary of the Liberation, the Municipality of
Emmsdelta (which is a merger of Appingedam, Delfzijl and Loppersum) had banners made of
the soldiers who had died during the fight to Liberate Delfzijl as part of Operation Canada. The
banners were located where the soldiers fell in Battle.

Banner to Private Donald Robert Sawyer



In Woldendorp we witnessed the banners on A.E. Gorterweg that were mounted to
commemorate the sacrifice of Privates Sawyer and Petrak, Westminster Regiment (Motor).

Following our visit to Woldendorp, we then went to the Canadian Club, 129 Borgweg, Farmsum
where we were kindly provided with a lunch. There was another tour group there that included
Jim Parks a member of the Winnipeg Rifles, now 100 years old. On arrival there was a welcome
from Joél and Elex Kappen. When lunch was finished there was a welcome from the Mayor of
Eemsdelta, Ben Visser. The Mayor presented the first coin commemorating 80 years of freedom
to Jim Parks. Coins were also presented to the Canadian guests.

Bill White made a speech and presented a plaque (shown below) and a Canadian Flag to the
Mayor.
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Plaque presented to the Mayor Commemorative Coin

Thanks to Rhonda Hall, who received the kind permission of Remco van Veluwen, a reporter for
Dagblad van het Noorden, here is his article.

Martijn (44) gets to play bagpipes in Farmsum for war hero Jim Parks (100): ‘The
pipes play in every war film’

On Friday, 100-year-old Canadian war veteran Jim Parks unveiled a memorial in
Farmsum. Martijn Bakker (44) was there, playing the bagpipes in Parks’ honor. “|
really wanted to do this,” he said.

Canadian soldiers in uniform march across the Borgshof in Farmsum, some wearing
more medals than others. Locals watch attentively, holding up their phones en masse to
capture the ceremony. It’s all in honor of war veteran Jim Parks, who turned 100 this
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year. This Friday marks exactly eighty years since he and his comrades helped liberate
Delfzijl from the occupiers. Parks is here to unveil a war memorial.

Learning especially for this moment

A bagpiper walks ahead of the troops, expressionless as he plays his instrument. It's
Martijn Bakker (44) from Haren, a member of the Clan MacBeth Pipe Band in
Groningen. He volunteered to play the bagpipes for the event and was thrilled when
chosen. He plays Nearer, My God, to Thee on his pipes. ‘I really wanted to do this”,
Bakker says proudly. He also played during Parks’ visit to Appingedam two years ago.
Bakker began learning the bagpipes 15 years ago, inspired by his interest in World War
1. “You hear the pipes in every war film — take The Longest Day, for example. | wanted
to be able to do that too. It feels very special to contribute here today.”

The last one left

Researcher Joél Stoppels from Appingedam gives a speech about the intense battle for
Delfzijl. The Germans had entrenched themselves in the church of Farmsum. Hundreds
of soldiers and dozens of civilians died during the ten-day battle. On May 2, 1945, the
Germans surrendered. The Canadians played a vital role in the victory. Eighteen of
them attended the commemoration in 2015.
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Ten years later, only one is still alive. Jim Parks (100) walks stoically to the front,
leaning on his cane. He lost part of his hearing in an explosion in Delfzijl, yet he looks
remarkably spry for his age. Parks unveils the monument and lays a wreath.

‘We have not forgotten them’

Mayor Ben Visser praises the veteran: “A true friend of Eemsdelta. | can only express
my gratitude to our liberators. We have not forgotten them”, he says. The crowd
responds with respectful applause. “And to live to be 100 as well — you must be made of
extraordinary stuff.”



Parks takes it all in quietly. For him, being here matters deeply. “The Dutch have always
been very grateful to me. | think that’s wonderful. It’'s a shame more of the boys couldn’t
be here with me. | wish they could be honored too — not just me.”

Searching for the story

Parks unveiled the monument alongside Rhonda Hall (68). Her father Wilson also
fought in the battle for Delfzijl and passed away in 1978. “He never spoke about the
war. About twenty years ago, | started searching for his story. In one of the letters to my
mother, he mentioned Delfzijl”, Hall says. She pauses, holding back tears. “I flew to the
Netherlands on April 24 — exactly the day he would have turned 105. I'm here to honor
him. It feels like I've found him here.”

During the ceremonies, bagpiper Martijn Bakker steps aside, but he is not forgotten. A
young cadet walks up to him and presents him with a black badge in appreciation of his
beautiful playing. Embroidered in gold letters are the words ‘Royal Canadian Army
Cadets’. Smiling, Bakker tucks the keepsake into his bag.

The commemoration at the Vector of Memory, consisted of the unveiling and laying of wreaths.

The Vector memorial is part of the Liberation Route Europe, an international network that
visualizes the route of the Allied advance in 1944-1945. The Crossroad Vectors were designed
by the world-famous architect Daniel Libeskind, known for, among other things, the Jewish
Museum in Berlin and the One World Trade Center in New York. The Crossroad Vector, at
Farmsum is placed near the Aeolus mill and forms a lasting reminder of the sacrifices that were
made for freedom. It was unveiled by Mayor Visser with Jim Parks and Rhonda Hall.
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Mayor Visser, Mr Bruggers, Jim Parks, Rhonda Hall

Mr Bruggers, who also attended the lunch and ceremony, was a child during the war and lived
with his parents in Geefsweer during his youth. He reflected on the death of 21-year-old
Canadian soldier John Gerard Spicer, who was fatally hit by German anti-aircraft fire on 2 May
1945 near Geefsweer and is considered the last Canadian soldier to die on Dutch soil.

Jim Parks landed in Europe in 1944 in Normandy, at Juno Beach. He fought in the Battle of the
Scheldt and ended up in Friesland and Groningen via the east of the country. He had already
visited the municipality of Eemsdelta in 2023 to 'return the appreciation' to the residents. He was
in Appingedam at the time and said that he mainly remembers the battles in Delfzijl: “T still
remember being blown through a window during an explosion. That's where I went deaf.”

The wreath for the Westminster Regiment (Motor) was kindly arranged for us by Joé€l Stoppels.



Commemoration at Norg — 02 May 2025

Following the visit to Farmsum, we travelled to Norg, which is south south west of Groningen.
At the end of the war in May 1945, the Battalion Headquarters was located in Norg and stayed
there until November of 1945. The Headquarters was housed in the Hotel Karsten.

When we arrived, we went with our hosts and laid flowers at the grave of Flight Sergeant, Chris
Z.R. Christianson, RCAF. He was an airgunner in a Lancaster that crashed at Westervelde near
Norg on 09 October 1943. He is buried in the Norg General Cemetery, Plot 6 South, Row 2
Grave 3.
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Headstone of Flt Sgt Christianson Col (Ret’d) White & Cadet WO Payumo  Henk Huttinga & Mayor Smid

Then we had our commemoration service in front of the old Saint Margareta Church (Sint-
Margareta). Our programme consisted of ;
e Prayer of the Padre (Capt Savage)
Playing of the Last Post
2 minutes of silence
Playing of the Reveille
Wreath laying at the monument in front of the church
Playing of the national anthem of the Netherlands
Playing of the Canadian national anthem

The Contingent formed up

The wreath to the Westminster Regiment (Motor) was laid by Col (Retired) Bill White
accompanied by Col Matthew Haussmann and RSM Dean Baron. The monument at the front of
the Church is a memorial to all the residents (listed by name) who died during the occupation in
the Second World War.

10



P. R. Been R.Pentinga

B. Ploeg G. Bakker

0. G. de Jong B. B. Westerdijk
E. A. Brinton P. Hoekema

S. 6. Burnam-Richards F. de Jong

M. G. Smallridge A. Boude

F. Legger M. Fabert

’ e 5
Col Haussmann, Col (Ret’d) White, RSM Baron

The names on the mefno;lial h Wreath — Westister Regt (M)
Both wreaths were kindly arranged by Henk Huttinga.

Following the ceremony the hosts and tour part entered the Church. There was a speech from the
Mayor, Klaas Smid. He is the Mayor of Noordenveld which administers the village of Norg. Bill
White made a short speech and presented a plaque and Canadian Flag to the Mayor. Col
Hassmann and RSM Baron presented him with a Commanding Officer’s coin.

Bill also presented Certificates of Appreciation to;

e Mr. Henk Huttinga — host and co-ordinator of our visit
Mr. Bert Venema — President of the Historical Society
Mr. Halbe Hageman — worked on the exhibition
Mrs. Geertje Brink — worked on the exhibition
Mr. Germ Geersing — worked on the exhibition

He also presented Association ties to;
e Mr. Henk Huttinga, Mr. Bert Venema, Mr. Halbe Hageman, Mr. Germ Geersing, and
e André Corbould, grandson of our Commanding Officer, Lt Col Gordon Corbould.

S "

Ceremony inside the Church Mayor Klaas Smid
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Chuck MacKinnon, Bert Venema, Henk Huttinga Padre Savage & Mayor Smid

s 4

Some of the items on &isplay Cpl Szeto, Halbe Hageman, Pte Sattler
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The Mayor and Cadets Photo of Westminsters on exhibit

Following a viewing of the exhibition the tour party went to the Hotel Karsten for refreshments.

Sint-Margareta Hotel Karsten

André Corbould & Bill Whit ) The Mayor with Kaetlyn & André Corbould
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Commemoration at Voorthuizen — 03 May 2025

On Saturday 03 May we visited a number of the places that the Westminster Regiment (Motor)
help liberate as part of Operation Cleanser.

We travelled to a location called “PAN” at Terlet, north of Arnhem and viewed the airfield and
area that had been cleared by the British Columbia Dragoons (BCDs) supported by C Company.
Then we went through Barneveld, (TINKER) which had been liberated by C Company in
support of the Lord Strathcona’s Horse (LdSH) then supported by C Company, and then on to
Voorthuizen (RECORD), which had been liberated by the 8th Princess Louise’s (New
Brunswick) Hussars (SNBH) with A and B Company in support.

At Voorthuizen we went to grounds of Oranjevereniging ( Orange Association) to meet our host,
William Gielen. We then participated in a commemoration ceremony at the memorial on
Rubenstraat near Kerkstraat.

The ceremony consisted of the following;

Regimental Chaplain (Capt Savage)

Playing of the Last Post

2 minutes of silence

Playing of the Reveille

Piper played the Lament

Wreath laid at the monument

Flowers laid by Kris Kloot, Councillor of the City of Chilliwack
Playing of Wilhelmus, the national anthem of the Netherlands
Playing of O’Canada, the Canadian national anthem

The wreath to the Westminster Regiment (Motor) was laid by Col (Retired) Bill White
accompanied by Col Matthew Haussmann and RSM Dean Baron.

Following the ceremony we walked back to grounds of the Oranjevereniging and were kindly
provided with lunch by our hosts.

There was a speech from the Mayor Jacco van der Tak. He is the Mayor of Barneveld which
administers the village of Voorthuizen.

Bill White made a short speech and presented a plaque and Canadian Flag to the Mayor. Col
Hassmann and RSM Baron presented him with a Commanding Officer’s coin.

Bill also presented Certificates of Appreciation and an Association tie to our host, William
Gielen, who is the secretary of Oranjevereniging.;

There was also a speech of welcome from Jan van Donkersgoed, President of Oranjevereniging.

The following photographs are courtesy of Rhonda Hall and Judith Roozenbeek.
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Marching to the Memorial

Padre, Captain Savage says a prayer Saluting after laying the wreath to the Westminster R giment (Motor)
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Wreath — Westminster Regiment (Motor)l Flowers —

“On behalf of Dutch Canadians who now call ChilliwackHome”
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© Judith Roozenbeek

Presentation of pladue to the Ma&or Presentations to our host William Gielen & Kris Kloot
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(7 80 jaar
7 vrijheid

William ielen, Secretaris, ranje Vereniging Presentation of Cadet Uniform to Officer Cadet Pabla
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© Judith Roozenbeek

World War II vehicles owned and operated by the Roozenbeek family

The wreath for Westminster Regiment (Motor) was kindly arranged by our host, William Gielen.
He also arranged for us to get the wreaths for the commemorations at Putten and Otterlo.
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